(from 7.5 litres to 8.2 litres per capita). Stockwell attributes the steeper rise in BC to three factors: the rapid growth of wealth in the province; the failure of the government to adjust alcohol prices with inflation, and the huge increase in the number of private liquor stores, which have longer hours than most publicly owned stores.
The increased consumption of alcohol was accompanied by an increase in alcohol-related deaths and hospitalizations. Alcohol-related deaths rose 9.6% (from 1818 to 1993) between 2002 and 2007, according to the report. Deaths attributed to cirrhosis of the liver rose by 38.7% (from 271 to 376) -more than four times the increase in the rate of deaths from all causes.
These trends might be reversed, suggests Stockwell, if prices were based on alcohol content. In some beverage categories, such as coolers, drinks with high-alcohol content are often cheaper. This is the opposite of the way it should be, as it encourages binge drinkers, who are often students, to load up on stronger beverages, says Stockwell. "They are getting drunk on a budget."
Making lower-strength beverages more affordable than high-alcohol drinks will increase their popularity, says Stockwell, citing the success of the Australian government in creating a market for low-to mid-strength beers. In the late 1980s, tax incentives were created to encourage the production of beers with 2.5%-3.8% alcohol. These beverages hadn't been popular before, but within a decade they comprised 40% of Australia's beer market (Int J Drug Policy 2001; 12:139-52) .
Other proposals in the report, which was submitted to the provincial cabinet, include setting "socially relevant" minimum prices for alcoholic beverages and increasing minimum prices according to inflation so alcohol doesn't continue to become cheaper compared to other goods. "I am fully supportive as they are evidence-based recommendations," Kendall writes in an email.
But getting the provincial government onboard will be difficult, says Stockwell. In politics, it seems, the general attitude is: mess with booze, you lose. "I'm not confident that politicians will support it if it doesn't have public support." -Roger Collier, CMAJ DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3141 
